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Since the publication of the previous edition of the Japan Handbook in 1891, the compilers have again
travelled over almost every portion of the country, from Yezo to Loochoo. They now submit to the reader a
text largely re-written and thoroughly revised to date, fifteen new Routes in which the whole Empire is for
the first time included, greatly improved maps and plans, and numerous illustrations.
Grateful acknowledgments are due to numerous kind friends, more especially to Rev. Walter Weston for
revising the Mountain Routes 28 and 30, and to Lafcadio Hearn, Esq., for the material of Route 48.
Corrections or suggestions will be welcome at any time.
Tokyo, May 1st, 1894.
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D2mRICHITD “TATEYAMA” (3Rt & HIER)

Tate-yama is name given to the lofty summits lying on the eastern border of the province of Etchid, and
which together with the jagged peak of Tsurugi-dake, form the northern extremity of the most considerable
range of mountains in Japan. The highest of the peaks(Go-honsha), is about 9.500 ft. above the level of the
sea.

The main ascent leads up the western side of the mountain from the hamlet of Ashikura, which can be
reached either from Kamidaki of Hara mura. There are no inns, but good accommodation can be had at
the house of Saiki Masanori. In a grove of trees close by is situated a small temple dedicated to Ariyori,
the hero who first succeeded in ascending Tate-yama. After death he was deified, and to the present day
pilglimages are made to the mountain, which is still sacred to his memory. His grave, stands close behind
this temple which a small railed enclosure. It differs from the ordinary style of grave, being a mound about
8 ft. square, built up to a height of 4 or 5ft. with stone-faced sides. On the top of this mound grows a small
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evergreen called shirakake. The temple, name Oyama no jin-ja, is simply an unpretending wooden building.
It contains a shrine of red and black lacquer ornamented with the crests of the family of Ariyori and of
the former dai-mio of Kaga. The ceiling consists of square panels of birds and flowers, The road up to the
mountain at first winds along the r. bank of the J6-gwan-ji-gawa, and crossing a rapid stream which flows
down from the Sho-mi6 taki, a cascade of some considerable height on the slope of Tate-yama, reaches the
Zai-moku-zaka, where commences the actual ascent, which at the first is extremely steep, in many places up
almost precipitous rocks. The trees of this part of the forest are singularly magnificent. Some well-formed
hexagonal columns of andesite over which the way passes are the subject of the following legend. Ages ago,
when the original Tate-yama temple was being built, a quantity of timber had been cut and prepared on this
hill to be brought down, but a woman who had ventured up carelessly walked over the prostrate trunks,
which immediately changed to stone. The name of Zai-moku-zaka, Timber Hill was bestowed on the place
in consequence. Near the top of this hill from an opening on the 1. the Sho-mi6 taki can be indistinctly seen
through the trees. For upwards of 3 ri beyond this point the ascent is very arduous, especially after heavy
rain, when the path is little better than a track or liquid mud, in most places more than a foot in depth.
Occasionally deep pools, decayed roots of trees, branches and other rotten debris add their quota to the
difficulties. Emerging on to a plateau, and baths of Rit-zan-jita falls in on the r. Higher up the road ascends
the rocky beds of several small streams, and passes r. a large flat block of stone, supported vertically and
called kagami ishi(mirror rock),beyond which, on looking back, there is an extensive view of Etchit with
its numerous rivers, of the promontory of Noto and of the sea, and nearer, of the Yu-gawa valley. A little
further on a narrow path on the 1. View is obtained of the Sho-mi6 taki. The road now ascends the boulder-
covered side of the mountain, passes over several streams, and skirting the bottom of a snowy slope,
crosses a bare shoulder to the Muro-do(hut). During the whole ascent from Ashikura to the Muro-do, a
distance of over 20 miles the only shelter to be got consists of 3 wretched sheds. One of them, however,
about 4 ri from Ashikura, possesses a spring of good water. Beeches and huge cryptomerias are the most
common trees on this mountain, but they occupy separate localities, divided off by deep ravines. Chestnuts
and horse-chestnuts are also met with. In a valley situated about 6 ch. to the 1. Of the Muro-do are the
remarkable solfataras of O-jigoku. The road thither, after passing between two tarns, one of which, to judge
from the appearance of its almost vertical sides, is most likely an old crater, reaches the brow of a hill which
commands a birs's-eye view of the springs. The whole valley below seems as if it were alive with bubbling
pools of boiling mud and sulphur. Descending the stony side of the hill, the soft and crumbing bottom of the
valley is reached. It is here advisable to be careful in picking the way, for in some places the small hillocks
of sulphur over which it is necessary to pass are unbearably hot, and a false step might plunge the unwary
visitor into the depths of the boiling liquid below. The bottom of the valley is broken up by two or three
mounds composed of a mixture of sulphur and white rock. Jets of steam mixed with sulphuretted hydrogen,
issue from clefts in the sides of these mounds, in one place with a terrific noise, and with such force as to
carry lumps of the deposited sulphur 10 to 15 ft. away. In some of the pools boiling water of a dark green
colour is projected to a height of several feet, and falling back into its pit, is again thrown up with equal
violence. In others, a yellowish mud is tossed about with the same activity. The temperature of these pools
varies, that of the highest being 190°F.

The Muro-do is in a most wretched condition, and the traveller must not be disappointed at having to put
with great discomfort. One of the worst annoyances is the wood fire. The hut becomes filled with somoke,
blinding and painful in the extreme, and it is only possible to avoid its suffocating effects by lying flat on the
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floor. The hut is open for the accommodation of pilgrims during 50 days, from July 20 to September 10. No
bedding is procurable, nor any food but boiled rice.

To the summit, called Go-hon-sha, is a distance of 1 ri. A short stretch of level ground, partly covered
with snow, lies between the hut and the base of the first shrine (860ft. above the Muro-do), tolerably easy.
Beyond this point, however, it becomes difficult. From the second shrine (1,050ft. above the Muro-do), the
first view of Fuji is seen, and a short climb then lands the traveller upon the ridge, from which the actual
summit of Tate-yama, crowned with a very picturesque temple, rises sharply. The ascent from the Muro-
do can be accomplished in 1 hr. not including stoppages. The summit on a clear day, commands a most
imposing survey on every side. The number of mountains to be distinguished is perhaps greater than from
any other elevation in Japan. To the extremel, looking eastward, are seen Myoko-san, Myogi-san, and
Yoneyama in Echigo, Nantai-zan near Nikko, and Togakushi-san and Asama-yama in Shinsha. Towards the S.
rises the range of Yatsu-ga-take, with the isolated peak of Tateshina-yama, beyond which are seen Fuji and
the high peaks of Shirane and Koma-ga-take in Koshu. Yari-ga-take, Norikura, Kasa-ga-take, and in closer
proximity, Yakushi-dake, all in Hida. To the S.W.is Haku-san on the borders of Kaga. Below to the N. the view
is bounded by the Sea of Japan.

Instead of descending to Ashikura it is possible to take a short cut to Kurobe by crossing over the ridge of
Jo-do-san and entering the valley of Gozen-dani. The distance is said to be only 21/2 ri, but the difficulties of
the journey are so great that Kurobe can hardly be reached in less than 6 or 7 hours. The path branches off 1.
from the first shrine above the Muro-do, and descending a grassy slope, comes to a difficult and dangerous
talus of loose stones. In next follows the rocky course of a cold mountain stream, then crosses a gentle snow
slope, and rejoins the river-bed of the same stream. Further on it ascends a tributary stream flowing down
the valley on the 1. Of J6-do-san,and then diverging to the 1. up a smaller bed, crosses the ridge dividing
Tate-yama from the valley of the Zara-goye. This part of the journey is extremely fatiguing, the ascent to the
top of the ridge being very steep and precipitous. Near the summit the path winds to the 1. and soon being
rapidly to descend. Great care is now required to avoid bruises from the sharp stones which form the side of
the hill, as they are treacherously hidden by the creeping dwarf alder and thick masses of bamboo grass. On
reaching the stream at the bottom of the ridge, its course should be ascended for 1/2 hr. to the point where
it is crossed by the Shin-do.
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@3MRICHITD “TATEYAMA”

Tateyama is the collective name given to the lofty summits which stand on the E. border of the province
of Etcha, and which, together with the jagged peak of Tsurugi-dake, form the N. extremity of the greatest
range of mountains in Japan. The highest of the peaks(Go-honsha), is about 9.500 ft. above the level of the
sea. The main ascent leads up the W. side of the mountain from the hamlet of Ashikura, which can be easily
reached from Toyama.

The road up the mountain is arduous in parts, nor is there any shelter, except two or three wretched huts,
to be got during the whole distance of 20 m. from Ashikura to the Muro-do, 21/2m. from the summit. The
Muro-do itself is but a somewhat better hut, which is opened for the accommodation of pilgrims from the
20th July to the 10th September. No bedding is procurable, nor any food except rice.

[In a valley situated about 6 cho to the 1. of the Muro-do are the remarkable solfataras of Ojigoku (Big Hell).
The whole valley seems alive with pools of boiling mud and sulphur.]

From the Muro-do hut to the highest summit, whose name of the Go-honsha comes from the picturesque
temple with which it is crowned, is 1 hr. climb, partly over snow. At the end, a truly superb panorama
unfolds itself before the spectators gaze. The number of mountains to be distinguished is extraordinarily
great. To the extreme 1. looking eastward, are seen Myoko-san, Myogi-san, and Yoneyama in Echigo, Nantai-
zan near Nikko, and Togakushi-san and Asama-yama in Shinsht. Towards the S. rises the range of Yatsu-ga-
take, with the isolated peak of Tateshina-yama, beyond which are seen Fuji and the high peaks of Shirane
and Koma-ga-take in Koshu. Yari-ga-take, Norikura, Kasa-ga-take, and in closer proximity, Yakushi-dake, all
in Hida. To the S.W.is Haku-san on the borders of Kaga. Below to the N. the view is bounded by the Sea of
Japan.
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®4hRICHITD “TATEYAMA” (4ERTOEMEFRICIEIZET#HZSILVE)

Tateyama is the collective name given to the lofty summits which stand on the E. border of the province
of Etcha, and which, together with the jagged peak of Tsurugi-dake, form the N. extremity of the greatest
range of mountains in Japan. The highest of the peaks(Go-honsha), is about 9.500 ft. above the level of the
sea. The main ascent leads up the W. side of the mountain from the hamlet of Ashikura(accommodation at

the Shintd priest’'s house), which can be reached from Toyama via Kamidaki. The distances are: Toyama to
Kamidaki, 3ri20ché by jinrikisya; thence on foot to Ashikura, 3ri8cho,- making 161/2m. altogether.

The way up to the mountain is arduous in parts, nor is there any shelter, expect two or three wretched
huts, to be got during the whole distance of 20 m. from Ashikura to the Muro-do, 21/2m. from the summit.
The Muro-do itself is but a somewhat better hut, which is opened for the accommodation of pilgrims from
the 20th July to the 10th September. No bedding is procurable, and little food except rice can be depended
upon.

[In a valley situated about 6 cho to the 1. of the Muro-do are the remarkable solfataras of Ojigoku (Big Hell).
The whole valley seems alive with pools of boiling mud and sulphur.]

From the Muro-d6 hut to the highest summit, whose name of the Go-honsha comes from the picturesque
temple with which it is crowned, is 1 hr. climb, partly over snow. At the end, a truly superb panorama
unfolds itself before the spectators gaze. The number of mountains to be distinguished is extraordinarily
great. To the extreme 1. looking eastward, are seen Myoko-san, Myogi-san, and Yoneyama in Echigo,
Nantai-zan near Nikko, and Togakushi-san and Asama-yama in Shinsht. Towards the S. rises the range of
Yatsu-ga-take, with the isolated peak of Tateshina-yama, beyond which are seen Fuji and the high peaks of
Shirane and Koma-ga-take in Kosha. Further S. again are Koma-ga-take and Ontake in Shinshu; Yari-ga-teke,

Norikura, and Kasa-deke, with closer proximity Yaku-shi-dake,- all in Hida. To the S.W.is Haku-san on the
borders of Kaga. Below to the W. lie the plains of Kaga and Etch, the latter watered by the rivers Jinzt and
Jogwanji, while to the N. the view is bounded by the Sea of Japan.

The travellers who succeeds in reaching Rytazan-jita will find the climb from there up Tateyama far
preferable to that from Ashikura; for though the first part of the ascent is very steep, the whole expendition
can be comfortably accomplished in one day, if the start be made at daybreak, and thus the night need not

be spent in the crowded and uncomfortable Murodo, with its host of pilgrims and fleas. A little more than
1hr. climb up the cliffs by the pilgrim'’s path just opposite the baths lands us on the edge of a wide plateau

called Mida-ga-hara, the view from near the top of the ridge being exceptionally fine. The track is then fairly

level, though generally wet and slippery for some distance, and ultimately falls in the path leading from

Ashikura to the summit.
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816 RouteBh—Auant of Tate-yama from Adhibura,

g Tayama (sco 1.

84 joloa the Hokkokn katidd o fow

TaATE-YAMA.

Tute-yamn in the namo givon to the
Toft; ing on the castern
provineo of Etehif, and

togother with thaﬂ_‘iq;ged k

i-dnke, form the northern

s e bl

: st
m? of mountain in Japan. Tho,
il

est of the peaks (Go-ho-sha) is
nbout 8,500 ft. above the level of the

a0,

The main nscent leads up tho
western sido of the mountain from
tho hamlet of Ashikurs, which can be
resched cither from Kamidaki or
Hara mum (see p. 315}, There nro
wo inns, bt good accommodation
ean be had at the houwse of Saiki
Masanori. Inn grove of trecs close
by is siteated a small temple dedi-
eated 1o Ariyori, the hero who first

Y dir Mot

n
After death hnl- Wi dniﬂged\. and to the
present duy il are made to
the mountain, which is still sxored 1o
his memory, His grave stands closo
bebiod this temple within & small
mailed eeclosure, It diffors from the
ordinary styls of grave, beinga mound
about § ft. squars, built up to a height
of & or 51t with stone-faced sides,
On the top of this monnd Zrows
small evirgreen ealled ahirabage. Tho

almest precipitous. racks, N
of this poreiof tht Torost ang, 4
mng:\l e::l. Bama ;ml}-l‘or.
||{:)I umng of  andestty g,
which the way passes apg Nﬁ-l
Bt o Lo T t};_ Lo
when the original Ta ma-
was being built, a quu E tim
hind beon eut and prepared o yhig
il to be brought down, but & womyy
who had vontured up earol essly walkyd
over the prostrato. trunks, which
immediately ehanged to stonn The
mimo  of  Zoi-moku-saka, Tienbyr
Hill,' was bestowed on the place iy
consequonce.  Near the top af thiy
bill from an oponing on the 1, thy
Shi-mid taki enn be indistinetly seen
through the trees. For upwirds ef
4 ri beyond this point the nseent is
vory arvduons, especially after hesvy
uin, when the ﬁnﬂl is little betear
than o teack of liguid mud, in most
places moro than' a foot in' depth.
Oceasionally deep pools, decayed rosts
of troes, branches and other rpotten
dibris add thsir quota to the diffiesls
Emarging on to & platoon, and
th fram the
to in &n thu:]-
(=00 p. 315). I p the ro
uwon&n the rocky beds of seversl
small stroams, and passes w6
flat bloek of stane, supported vor!
nod eallod kaganse dshi (mirror ekl
beyond which, on looking back,

m&l«; w:l:n n'ﬂ;a:': d!m Jinein, in
: mpretondi L
Luilding. Tt cantains n n;srin::a‘mmg
and Llack ueT ornamonted with
tha crests of the fumily of Ariyori and
ilﬂ:‘ forme d’e!-'uié of Kagn, The
-ceiling eonsists
which llbu[.:il\l:; :2:“01’:- 3::91!& m‘
bieds and tlowers, Tho road 1 the
moantain at it windy nlong thy r,
Lank of the Jo-gwan-ji-gawn, nnd
;mmfm:' I;&hl miroam which flows
ud“oft Shimid taki, a cas.
¢ of somo cousideralls hoight on
the slope of Tuto-yams,

L
is no iva view o; Ftehi :;:
its numeroun rivars, of tho promen
of Noto and of the sen, nnd noAnd
of tho Yu-gaws valloy, A lithe

further on a narrow path oo tho ),

lends to s pain from which o distast
viow is obtained of tho Slig-mid 18K
The' rosd now scends the bouldes
covered side of the'mountain

sovornl atronms, and skirting the DO
of & anowy slopo,erossed bura shouldé® el
o the Muro-dd (hut), Durits the
whale mscont feom Aslikurn 10 17

Muro-dd, n distance of m'nrﬂfi o8

tho only shelter to ho gat ¢

wrotehod gheds, One of thom, 1
whout 4 ri from Ashikura, P
a aprilng of good woter,

BE1

TEAERITRAI(

3 hR) DFRHE

(B EAX TR 5 —iR)

Touts 34 —Ascent of !‘u&a-ym_fmm Ashikura. 817

treos on this moun-
“’s:mm separate loeal-
1;[' oﬁ’“g' deep ravines.
and ersn-nh]rznn:.u Mg.

ith, In o valley situnte
s =0t WL o1, of tho Murois
s remarkablo solfataras of D-ji-
B8 o road thither, aftor passing
wen two tarns, ong of whlsth. to
g from the nppesranes its
m;rqenlml wides, is most likely
ol crater, reaches the brow of o
.h'iln whish commntds & bird's-uye view

of the springs.  The wholo vall

bebow soems 1 if it wero alive ‘wit
bublling poals of boiling mud and
sulphur. meanding the stony side of
the hill, the soft and erumbling
bettom of the valloy is reached. It
is hore advisable to bo earoful in pick-
ging tho way, for in soma places the
small hillocks of sulphur over which
it is to pass are unbenrnbly
hat, and n falss stop might plungs the
wnwary visitor into the depths of the
‘beiling liquid below. The bottom of
ths valley is broken up by two or
thres monnds composed of & mixture
efmulphur and nowhito rock, Jots: of
steam mixed with sulphuretted hydro-
&es, fssue from elefis in the sidus of
thess mounds, in ono place with a
teerifie moise, and with such forcs as

ko earry lumps of the dolfm'wd snl-
n

phar10tn 15 b, away, some. of
the pools boiling water of n dark
gm:nlour is I‘ﬂjﬂﬂl‘d ‘to a hoight
’_nﬂzw,m feat, and fulling back into
Fity I8 agmin theown up with equal
b L In mhgm a yollowish mud
mmu nbeut with the same activity.
that Mh tiro of theso pools varies,
T ;(w lighest being 100° F,
mndi:so urt-d s in o most wretehed
b i " e tha teaellor must not
Tpointed at having to put np
Bt dineomfort,  Ons “of the

inful in the axtrome,

Tossiblo to aveid its

Thp by lying flat on the
Pl op ot OPOI or the necom=
from gy 8 'BEm8 during 50 days,
0 b Sptombir 10, io

Ledding is procursble, nor any food
Tkl xites )
To the summit, culled Go-h
i dintanco of 1 . A short seretel
of loval ground, partly covored with
snow, lies botwaen the hut and the
bus of the upper ridge. The nscont:
thones is almost direct and, a8 far as
the first sbrine (860 {t. sbovs the
Mure-dd), tolerally easy. Boyond
thia point, however, it hgmnu ﬁ?m.
cult. From the second shrin (1,060
ft. above the Muro-dd), the first view
of Fuji is seon, and & sbort elimb then
Innds the traveller upon the ridgs,
from which the netunl summit of
Tate-yamn, crownod with u very pio-
turesque temple, rises sharply, Fha
uscent from the Muro-dd ean Lo
secomplished in 1 hr, not including
stoppuges.  Tho sammit, on a clenr
day, commands n most imposing sue=
vey on every side, The number of
mounting to bo distinguished is pors
hiaps grester than from any othes
elovation in Japan, To the extreme
L, locking oastward, are seon Mid-ki-
zan, Mid-gi-san and Yons yams in
Echigo, Nan-tai-zan noar Nikkd, To-
gukushi san and the voleano of Asama
yama in Shin-shifi,. Towards the 8.
rises the mnge of Yatsu-ga-take,
with the isolnted penk Tateshine
yemn, boyond which are scon the
simplo cone of Fuji, the high sommits
of flihimno und Xeoma-ga-take in Ji-
shift; further S, again nee Koma-gi-
tako and Ontake in Shin-ghid; Yari-
gn-tako, Norikura, Kusa-gi-take, and
in eloser proximity, Yuku-shi-duke, all
in Hidn; whilo nlmost dus 8W. js
Haku-san, on the bordors of Iagn.
Bolow to the W. lio the plains of
Kangn nnd Etchin, the lattor watered
by the rivers Jin-dai and Jo-gwnisji,
and to the N. the view is bounded
tho Sea of JTapan, .
Tnstend of doscending to Ashikum

o | it is possibla to take u short cat to-

Kurobe by crossing over the ridgo of
Jiddo-san wnd entoring the vallsy of
Gozon-dani, Tho distance ix enid o

bo only 2} i, bat the difficalties of
the journsy arg so great that Hurd
:n; ur;?;rbn renched in less thag 8'or
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Handboolk: in 1891, the -.coﬁipl;lers-..h
almost every portion of the country, f

the Mountam Roul;ea
for the material of F

Corrections ot
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